






PSYCHOLOGY
Why study GCSE Psychology?
Do you have a curiosity about phenomena and events in the 
world? This course adopts a scientific approach to the study 
of humans and aims to develop and evaluate explanations 
through scientific methods. 

What do I study?
The syllabus covers five key areas. In the cognitive approach 
you will study topics such as perception, learning and 
memory. In the social approach you will explore theories 
of prejudice and discrimination and look at how we form 
impressions of people. Developmental Psychology explores 
topics such as gender identity where you will explore the 
biological differences between females and males, including 
the involvement of chromosomes and hormones. 

You will also study pro and anti social behaviour where 
theories of aggression, altruism and empathy will be 
explored. As this is the scientific study of humans you will 
also need to study methods of investigation, data analysis 
and ethics. You will be required to carry out and submit a 
report of one practical investigation. 

Where does GCSE Psychology take me?
You may wish to pursue the A-level.

What do I need?
A strong commitment to learning is invaluable as well as an 
interest in the scientific study of human behaviour.

SOCIOLOGY
Why study GCSE Sociology?
Sociology is a fascinating subject because it involves the 
study of everything around us – society. In the process 
of studying Sociology you will be able to bring your own 
wider experiences to the classroom to help in the study of 
topics like the family etc. You will also be able to constantly 
apply what you learn in the classroom to help you to have a 
deeper understanding of social life, and be a more informed 
and reflective participant in it.

What do I study?
�The family and identity – a look at the nature of the family 
and how it contributes to our individual identity
Power and citizenship – a look at the nature of power, 
political decision making and individual political socialisation
�Education – a look at the role of education, how the role 
and structure have changed and how different social groups 
experience education
Work and employment – a look at a range of issues 
surrounding work, such as the nature of work and leisure, 
unemployment and whether all social groups experience 
these in the same way
Crime, deviance and social control – a look at definitions 
of crime and deviance, types of social control and patterns 
of crime
�Protest and social movements – a look at the nature  
of protest and social movements, how they develop  
and protest
�Religion – a look at the nature of religion and whether it is 
declining or just evolving
�The mass media – a look at the relationship between the 
media and audiences, and the creation and presentation of 
media content
�Contemporary social changes – a look at the causes and 
effects of contemporary social changes
�Poverty – a look at defining poverty, measuring and 
explaining it and dealing with it
�Methodology – a look at the nature of sociological evidence 
and research processes

Where does GCSE Sociology take me?
It will help develop a range of thinking and interpersonal 
skills that will help you in your studies and beyond. It will 
help you to become a more informed and reflective member 
of society. It links very well with other humanities subjects 
and has particular value for careers in a wide range of areas 
from Law to Social Work.

What do I need?
Good English skills, a willingness to participate in group 
work and an interest in the world around you.
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SPANISH
Why study GCSE Spanish?
Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in 
the world. Twenty-two countries have Spanish as their first 
language. These countries are developing increasingly 
strong business and tourism links with Britain. GCSE 
Spanish will provide the foundation for further study of 
Spanish or will be a useful qualification for the world of work.

What do I study?
This is an intensive course (no previous knowledge of 
Spanish is necessary). The course will enable students to 
acquire a good command of the language in most areas of 
everyday life in a Spanish speaking country.

Where does GCSE Spanish take me?
If you do not wish to pursue the study of the language at  
A-level, a good command of ‘working’ Spanish will be a 
strong asset in the following vocational areas: Travel and 
Tourism, Banking/Commerce, Secretarial Studies,  
Business Studies.

What do I need?
A strong commitment to learning and good study skills are 
invaluable. This is an intensive but very rewarding course.

A minimum grade C at GCSE in another foreign language.

ALEX HARDY
William Edwards School & Sports College

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History

“I chose Palmer’s College because it’s my 
local College, it has a great reputation and 
when I came to the Open Evening there 
was a good atmosphere.  Since I’ve been 
at Palmer’s College I have enjoyed the 
interesting and varied lessons and I have met 
some great new friends. It has given me a 
great sense of independence.” 

After Palmer’s College Alex wants to go on to 
university and is hoping to study Medicine.
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ENRICHMENT 
COURSES
These courses are designed to help give 
you an overall timetable that is full, varied 
and useful. 

Enrichment Courses do not require you to 
take examinations or homework, although 
you can gain additional qualifications and 
proficiency awards in a variety of areas. 

The additional skills and experience 
acquired through Enrichment Courses 
can have a direct relevance to future 
career and Higher Education choices.

The following are just a few examples 
of the Enrichment Courses available at 
Palmer’s College.

THE A1 COURSE
Why study the A1 Course?
Because you are an academically able student with a lively 
curiosity about so many things. This course will group you 
with similar students to discuss and argue, to develop 
higher level thinking skills, to take part in a range of practical 
activities, to go on a range of visits to top universities and 
other places of interest and, incidentally, to get an extra 
AS level qualification, in Critical Thinking. Put like that, how 
could you not want to be in the A1 Groups?

What do I study?
Not that ‘study’ really gives the right impression. Almost 
every lesson is complete in itself, based around an activity or 
problem which you work on together. One important aspect 
of the course is the AS Critical Thinking. This exam does 
not have a lot of factual content but is based on a variety of 
skills in analysing arguments and solving problems. These 
skills are also of benefit to your main A-level programme.

In the past two years, A1 students have visited Cambridge, 
Oxford, London and York Universities, Charles Darwin’s 
House, Hadrian’s Wall, a York Ghost walk and the Museum 
of Childhood.

Where does the A1 Course take me?
Good universities really like Critical Thinking, because it 
demonstrates thinking skills which are essential to success 
on a degree course. You will also gain a lot of relevant 
practice for university interviews and the new university 
aptitude and admission tests. Many A1 students take a 
follow-up programme into their second year to support 
applications for Oxford and Cambridge, and for Medicine 
and other courses requiring a university entrance test. Past 
A1 students have been offered places for all three of these 
competitive courses.

What do I need?
The main requirement is excellent GCSE results, with an 
average pass grade close to A. We do have the flexibility to 
consider other exceptional students who can demonstrate 
an open, inquiring mind and a lively intelligence.

EXTENDED PROJECT
The Extended Project is a one year course equivalent to 
an AS that allows the student to produce a focused piece 
of work on a topic of their choice from four categories, 
Dissertation, Field Investigation, Artefact or Performance. 
Current students have either transferred from other subjects 
or have taken it as an additional qualification as part of their 
Enrichment Programme.
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FRENCH/GERMAN/ 
SPANISH PLUS
Why study French/German/Spanish Plus?
If you are taking AS French/German/Spanish, you must sign 
up for this course as it gives you the time to prepare for unit 
2 of the AS examination which is the speaking test.

What do I study?
For unit 2 you will have to discuss a target-language 
stimulus card based on one of the AS topics and take part 
in a conversation covering three further AS topics. You 
will need to spend time becoming familiar with possible 
stimulus material for the first part of the test. You will also 
need to prepare and practice possible answers to questions 
on the four AS topic areas and engage as naturally and 
spontaneously as possible in a conversation in the target 
language with your classmates and teacher.

What do I need?
You will be expected to take part orally in class, undertake 
thorough preparation and revision and be well organised. 
You should also make the most of any opportunity to speak 
French/German/Spanish with your friends, penfriends  
or teachers.

GAMES
Why study Games?
This is a recreational games programme providing the 
opportunity to participate in a range of activities. It is informal 
and a willingness to take part is essential.

What do I study?
You will have the opportunity to take part in the following 
activities: 

fitness •	
badminton•	
basketball •	
football•	
squash•	
short tennis•	
volley ball•	

Where does Games take me?
No direct career opportunities but enjoyable activities and 
improved fitness levels. However, it is useful for students 
following careers in PE, Sports Studies or Sport and in the 
leisure industry.

What do I need?
A willingness to attend and participate in a variety  
of activities. 

Appropriate kit. No canvas shoes to be worn, trainers only.

GAMES (TEAM)
Why study Team Games?
Team games will give you the opportunity to represent the 
College in competitive sports against other colleges. This will 
take place on Wednesday afternoons.

What do I study?
The College teams that are available include:

football (men’s and women’s)•	
netball•	
rugby•	
basketball•	

In addition, other team games that may take place subject 
to staff and student availability are:

badminton•	
tennis•	
trampolining•	
table tennis•	
athletics•	

Where does Team Games take me?
There are no direct career opportunities but enjoyable 
activities and improved skill and fitness levels. It will also look 
impressive on your CV. The Curriculum Manager of team 
games will keep students informed of any coaching courses 
that may be advertised within different sports.

What do I need?
You need commitment, enthusiasm and willingness to 
attend and compete.

VOLUNTARY SERVICE
Why study Voluntary Service?
Voluntary Service gives you the opportunity to  
develop/enhance your skills of working with people. 
Although the vast majority of placements are in education 
(pre-school to secondary) there are some opportunities 
for working with the elderly or special needs. Students 
interested in pursuing a career in Teaching, Health or 
Working with Children would benefit from the opportunities 
this course offers as it would complement their career aim.

What do I study?
You will need to make a study based on your experience 
within the placement setting and you will be expected to 
keep an accurate up-to-date record of activities undertaken.

Where does Voluntary Service take me?
This course gives you an insight into working with people 
and will enhance your CV when applying for a job/university 
(especially if it involves dealing with people).

What do I need?
You need to have an interest in working with people and 
helping in the community. You will also need to be motivated 
and have good organisational and interpersonal skills.
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How to Apply
Once you have decided to join us at Palmer’s College, there is an easy 
route leading from school to College... 

If you are unable to attend one of our open evenings, please call/e-mail the Marketing team 
to arrange a visit at another time.  

t: 01375 898626   e: marketing@palmers.ac.uk 

Applicants from Thurrock schools 
and partner schools for any 

Palmer’s College course  

Applicants from all other schools 
for A-levels, IB, New Diplomas or 
btec national diploma courses   

22nd October 2009 / 21st January 2010 
College Open Evenings  

Application Forms 
Can be returned to the College via your 

school or direct

Application Forms 
Returned directly to the College as soon 

as possible  

January – May  
College interviews for all applicants  

1st March deadline for applications 
*Applications received after this date are only accepted subject to course availability 

(31st January deadline for applications for the BTEC Performing Arts course)   

July 
Palmer’s Day 1 and interviews with personal tutors   

(parents/guardians are invited to attend the interview)   

September enrolment on to courses  
Your final programme is agreed after examination results are known   

Application forms are available from your school Careers Department or 
directly from the College - telephone: 01375 370121 

You can also apply online via the College’s new website    
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Surname

Address

Postcode	 				  

First Name(s)

Date of Birth						         	      Male			      Female

Telephone No.					           			   Mobile* 

Age (Next Sept 1st)						        Do you have access to a computer at home?	Yes     No 

Email Address*

Parent’s/Guardian’s Mobile No.

Parent’s/Guardian’s Email Address (if different)

Present or most recent School/College

Date of Leaving						         	  

1. What examination subjects are you taking or have already taken? (include grades for Music)			 

Subject Level Grade (if known) Subject Level Grade (if known)
1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

2. Which courses do you wish to study at Palmer’s College?			      	  

Main Subjects/Course 
If you intend to study A/AS levels please indicate four subjects. If you intend to study the IB Diploma please 
indicate the six subjects you wish to take.

Level

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Please consult the prospectus before completing this section. You need to check that you have chosen the right type of course at the right level which matches 
your likely GCSE grades.

For College Use Only

Date Received:

Acknowledged:

Confidential Requested:

Interview Date:			  Time:

Interviewed by:

Comments: Application Form
Please return this form to your careers teacher 
or directly to the College Admissions Department

www.palmers.ac.uk www.palmers.ac.uk 

Licence No.
RM 945

Palmer’s College
FREEPOST
Chadwell Road
Grays
Essex
RM17 5TD
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*	confirmation of received application forms will be sent via 		
	 email/SMS text message, therefore please provide correct details.



Please return to Palmer’s College by 1st March 2010

3. 	 After you have completed your studies at Palmer’s College, do you intend to:

 If you have chosen “b” what type of career are you interested in?

4.	� If you are still at school/college, please list work experience or part-time work or if you have left 
school/college, please state what you have done since leaving. 

	 (activity/employment/work experience, give brief details of type of work)

5.	 Please list any achievement/activities relevant to your application.
	 (include posts of responsibility held and activities, such as sport, drama and music)

6.	� Please give details of any health difficulties or barriers to learning you may experience in order 
to allow any support requirements to be met. 

	 Palmer’s College has a commitment to overcome barriers to access. Please indicate any special needs 		
	 you may have or any other conditions, e.g. dyslexia, asthma, diabetes, migraine, allergies.

7. 	�� Have you received any special learning support or special examination arrangements 
	 at school? If yes, please give brief details in order that appropriate support may be put in place.

	
 

a. consider going to university

b. consider a job or career

c. consider further training

d. take a gap year

e. undecided

Yes			   No

8. 	 Equal Opportunities:
	 The College is committed to equal opportunities. We would like you to give us the following information to 		
	 help us monitor our policy. Please tick boxes as appropriate.

9. 	 Residency: have you been resident in the UK/European Union for the last 3 years?

10. 	Is English your first language? If No, please state other	

11. 	How did you hear about Palmer’s College? Tick boxes as appropriate

	� Declaration – I certify that the information I have given is correct and I give my consent to 
the processing of this information for all purposes relating to my application. I understand 
that full details of my rights in this respect are set out in the College’s Data Protection 

	 Policy in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

11. Asian British - Bangladeshi

12. Asian British - Indian

13. Asian British - Pakistani

14. Asian British - Other

15.Black British - African

16. Black British - Caribbean

17. Black British - Other

18. Chinese

19. Mixed - White & Asian

20. Mixed - White & Black African

21. Mixed - White & Black Caribbean

22. Mixed - Others

23. White - British

24. White - Irish

25. White - Other

98. Any other - Please Specify

99. Not Known/Not Provided

Yes			   No

Yes			   No

1. School

2. College Open Evening

3. Connexions

4. Outdoor Adverts

5. Friends/Family

6. Internet

7. Newspaper/Magazine Ad

8. Careers Fair

9. Other - Please Specify

Signature of Student

Signature of Parent/Guardian

For College Use Only
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•  	�the chance to learn at one of the best 
performing sixth form colleges in the country 

•  	�a wide selection of subjects – available at 
	 three different levels  

•  	�flexibility – courses can be taken in any 
combination  

•  	�highly qualified and friendly staff to help you 
reach your potential  

•	 �superb working environment – no bells, 
informal classroom atmosphere and treated 
like an adult

•	 �no distractions from younger pupils as 
students all here voluntarily

• �	 �a safe and welcoming College which provides 
excellent preparation for your next step to 
university or into employment  

•  	�excellent, modern facilities and resources on 
one campus for a great learning experience  

•  	�support when you need it from an award 
winning careers service, your personal tutor, 
College counsellors and other trained staff – 
here to help you be a success!  

•  	�access to the Palmer’s Sport & Fitness Centre 
at fantastic student rates  

•  	�excellent bus services across Essex to collect 
you and return you home, so getting to 
Palmer’s College is easy!  

 

•  	�maximum chances of success in your exams 
with pass rates above national averages year 
on year on all types of courses. 

This is what 
Palmer’s College offers you...
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PALMER’S 
COLLEGE

Palmer’s College
Chadwell Road  Grays  Essex  RM17 5TD

t: 01375 370121   f: 01375 385479
e:	 enquiries@palmers.ac.uk 
w:	www.palmers.ac.uk

Marketing Department
t: 01375 898626  e: marketing@palmers.ac.uk

All details contained in this prospectus were correct at the time             
of going to print.

Special thanks to the staff and students who agreed to appear in      
the prospectus.

designed and produced by tangerine 01622 623780  www.tangerine-uk.co.uk

Getting to Palmer’s College

�getting to Palmer’s College is easy. The College bus •	
routes have been running smoothly for many years

�there is free travel for students who live in Thurrock •	
and over three miles from the College. These are well 
established routes organised through Thurrock Council

�if you live outside Thurrock in Basildon, Billericay, •	
Brentwood, Hornchurch, Rainham or Wickford, we have 
College buses to bring you to Palmer’s College. These 
provide regular, reliable transport at subsidised rates

�help with transport costs can be found via Transport for •	
London for 16-18 year olds at www.tfl.gov.uk

�excellent free car parking facilities are also available  •	
on campus

�use the journey planner facility on the new website •	
featured on the ‘contact us’ page




